
BY ALLISON DOWD

Construction of the $41-
million Spirit Sands Casino
near Carberry could begin in
early 2011 and be open for
business one year later, officials
say.

Since a ceremonial sod-
turning on Swan Lake First
Nation-owned land just off
Highway 5 between Carberry
and Glenboro this past fall, the
Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs
has been busy completing the
pre-development work
necessary before earth can
begin moving for the
construction of the province’s
third aboriginal-run casino in
the new year.

Between completing the
necessary geotechnical and
water testing, the gaming
agreement with the province
and completing the land lease
with Swan Lake, AMC’s
economic development

business analyst, Rob
Ballantyne, says it has been
quite the busy fall.

“We’re making good
progress and we trust within
the next month or so that we
can formally begin
construction, and then we’re
looking at a 12-month

construction window,”
Ballantyne says.

The project is being financed
and managed by Red Lake
Gaming Enterprises, a casino
operating company that has
built and currently operates
three casinos in rural
Minnesota. When the facility

is open, the group will also
manage its day-to-day
operations.

Preliminary discussions have
already taken place with
Manitoba Hydro for the
provision of three-phase power

to the site, while talks are also
underway with MTS to ensure
that telephone and wireless
service to the area will be
adequate, Ballantyne added.

» See ‘Cell service’ — Page A2

Swan Lake First Nation Chief Francine Meeches was all smiles after
a press conference last March announcing the beginning stages of
building the Spirit Sands Casino. (File)

Volunteer William Thomson (centre) with the Crocus Plains High
School football team loads Christmas hampers into waiting delivery
vehicles at the Brandon Westman Cheer Registry warehouse on
Tuesday. (Tim Smith/Brandon Sun)

Officials and members of the Brandon Police Service will mark the formal construction kickoff of the city’s new police station, shown above, with a “wall-breaking” ceremony this afternoon. The event
will take place at the site of the former Safeway building, at 10th Street and Victoria Avenue. The city officially took possession of the site a couple of weeks ago, and construction of the $13-million sta-
tion is targeted to be complete by the end of October 2011. (Submitted)

AN ARRESTING NEW ADDITION

The Spirit Sands Casino and accompanying hotel site
will encompass approximately 20 acres of Swan Lake
First Nation-owned land just off Highway 5 between
Carberry and Glenboro.

Among the proposed amenities for the 40,000- to
50,000-square-foot facility are:

• 400-to-500 gaming machines and various gaming
tables, including blackjack, poker and craps;

• Two food venues and approximately 100 hotel rooms;
• Parking and approximately 4,000-square feet of

meeting and event space
The casino, which is slated to provide 200-plus jobs in

the area, could attract as many as 800,000 visitors each
year.

Construction is slated to start early in the new year and
be completed by early 2012.
» Brandon Sun

SPIRIT SANDS CASINO FACTS
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Stuffed toys peek over the edge of the full
Christmas hampers lining the wall at the
Brandon Westman Cheer Registry. Volunteers
move quickly to get the packaged hampers out
the doors and off to delivery.

Dianne McAuley, who has worked with the
Cheer Registry for 10 years, ensures the
volunteers are on the same page to make the
loading and delivery process a smooth one.

“Coffee is on all day,” McAuley tells a group
of volunteering high school football players.
They are sent to the loading area where the
hampers are accounted for and lined up for
loading.

“Unfortunately I don’t get to deliver anymore,
being busy in here, but it was rewarding to see
how excited the children get,” McAuley said.

Hampers are created to meet the needs
specified on the application, which can be made
to suit an individual or a large family.

Each cheer hamper includes cereal, juice,
canned vegetables, crackers, candy, cookies,
Christmas cake, soup, Kraft Dinner, beans and
a chicken or ham with the appropriate fixings.
Each child receives a wrapped toy, a stuffed
animal and knitted mitts, toques and scarves.
On the delivery day, buns and oranges are added
to the packages.

» See ‘Deliveries require’ — Page A2

Bail has been denied for a
senior charged with weapons
offences after shots were fired
in the direction of a pair of
RCMP officers.

Citing the “alarming”
allegations, Judge Shauna
Hewitt-Michta denied bail to
ensure the protection of the
public.

However, she added, she also
would have denied release to
maintain confidence in the
courts.

A publication ban prevents
the printing of any evidence
presented during the bail
hearing.

However, shortly after the
shooting, RCMP told media
that two constables had gone
to the man’s home northwest
of Carberry on Dec. 13 to
check on his well-being. There
was a report that he might
harm himself.

As they approached the
garage, two shots were fired
from a .22-calibre rifle. The
officers took cover and the
matter was resolved without
any injuries when the man
followed orders to drop his
weapon.

Alcohol was a factor, police
said.

On Monday, the accused
appeared in Brandon court on
charges of recklessly firing a
gun and other offences,
including unauthorized
possession of a firearm.

Defence lawyer Bob
Harrison argued for the man's
release, but Hewitt-Michta
denied bail.

David Dmytro Kostiuk, 66,
remains in custody and will
appear in court on Jan. 6.

» Brandon Sun

Casino construction nears

Volunteers make hamper
deliveries with good cheer

Man remains
in custody
after shots
fired at officers
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“Delivery in the new
building is going marvelous,”
McAuley said. “We’re in a
space three times the size of the
last one, and the new elevator is
a great help.”

As opposed to the old system
of carrying hampers up stairs
one at a time, a pallet is now
loaded and lifted up right to the
loading dock.

“I thought I was just carrying
boxes, now they got me
working,” said first-time Cheer
volunteer Ken Coleman, while
rummaging through packing
slips and calling recipients to
notify them of the drop-off.

Hampers are delivered by
volunteers, who give their time
and vehicles, to drop off
hampers directly to the homes.
The boxes must be accounted
for and signed by the receiving
parties and the volunteers
delivering.

If someone is not home, a
festive green calling card is left
for them to stop by the Cheer
Board to receive their package.

“We start in November.
Gathering food, sorting it,
making up the boxes,” said
Doreen Angus, who has
volunteered for the past four
years. “Everything is kept in
order of the area we’re
delivering to.”

Angus drives her vehicle full
of hampers on Tuesday
morning, while husband Gus
holds the packing slips. Each
vehicle will typically have two
to three volunteers to help
move hampers.

“They got me out here doing
this,” pipes Coleman from the
back seat.

But despite the commentary,
he enthusiastically carries boxes
to the homes of recipients.

The Cheer Registry offers a

confidential service, with the
hope that those in need can
also have a festive holiday
meal.

Each recipient reacts in a
different way. Some homes
have little girls dressed in pink

peeking out from the top of the
stairs, or diapered two-year-
olds checking out the big box
of toys.

Others have an elderly man
smiling wide, shaking hands,
and wishing everyone a Merry
Christmas.

Some push their wheelchairs
to the front door to greet
volunteers, while others say
loudly “just leave it there.”

But there’s no hiding their
smiles when the volunteers
wish them a Merry Christmas.

Once the vehicle is emptied,
a quick pit stop back at the
loading docks supplies more
hampers. This year, the Cheer
Registry is set to deliver 994
hampers to families for the
holidays.
» dponticelli@brandonsun.com 
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Volunteers fill vehicles with Christmas hampers for delivery at the Brandon Westman Cheer Registry warehouse at The Town Centre in
downtown Brandon on Tuesday. (Photos by Tim Smith/Brandon Sun)

Volunteer Myles Neufeld picks up Christmas hampers to deliver at the Brandon Westman Cheer Reg-
istry warehouse on Seventh Street between Rosser and Princess avenues on Tuesday.

Harly Cory, 8, looks out from his seat as volunteers fill his family’s
car with Christmas  hampers.

• SMITH, Martha
• McFADDIN, William Sheldon
• MUNRO, Clifford Nelson
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WEDNESDAY
A mix of sun and cloud with 30 per cent chance
of flurries in the morning. Clearing in the 
afternoon. High -11 C. Low -11 C.

THURSDAY
A mix of sun and cloud. High -7 C. Low -11 C.

FRIDAY
Sunny. High -9 C. Low -11 C.

» Source: Environment Canada

WESTMAN WEATHER CAPSULE

TOMORROW IS:

NO SCHOOL, RECYCLING DAY 4

LUCKY NUMBERS

VINTAGE DECORATIONS
I was driving down Princess Avenue on Monday afternoon with my husband. I noticed the Christmas decorations as we were driving. I said

to my husband that when I lived here in the mid to late ’70s that those same decorations were there! To the City of Brandon: If you want the
Downtown area to look good, maybe you should look at getting new decorations for next year! I think the decorations are older than me —-
and I just turned 40!

WHAT IS WRONG WITH THIS PICTURE?
Brandon can’t afford to keep its Sportsplex pool open but we can afford to build a $190-million stadium in Winnipeg? Who is speaking for

Manitobans?

KUDOS TO THE ORGANIZERS
A big congratulations to those involved in getting the Brandon Female Midget AA Hockey program to where it is

today.

THANKS FOR FINDING THEM HOMES
We wish a Merry Christmas to the management and staff of the Brandon Humane Society. They do wonderful work

placing our loving pets with loving families.

THANKS FOR THINKING OF US
Big thanks to the Keystone Baptist Carolers who called around our house on Saturday to sing. I thought it was such a

nice gesture for these young people who do this just for the enjoyment of seniors.

Now it’s your turn to SOUND OFF!

Seeing red? Got something
you need to say? 

Call the Brandon Sun
Sound Off line:
» 571-7435, or email: 
» soundoff@brandonsun.com

Your anonymity will be
respected. Just keep it
clean and short. Not all
submissions can or will be 
published, and we may
make slight edits. 

Sound Off runs every day.

PICK 3: 1,9,6
EXTRA: 2,7,2,8,2,7,0
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WE’VE PROUDLY SERVED
WESTMAN SINCE 1882

Continued from Page A1

Any improvement to the unreliable
cellphone coverage in the
Glenboro/Spruce Woods area would be
a huge benefit to the area, Turtle Mountain
MLA Cliff Cullen says.

“In can be a safety issue in the park
itself,” he said.

“We’re talking several thousand acres
of trails that people use throughout the
course of the year ... and not having access
to cell service.”

Cullen has also written a letter to
Infrastructure and Transportation Minister
Steve Ashton, requesting that upgrades to
Highway 5 be added to the government’s

priority list for funding.
The Sun was denied an interview with

Ashton this week.
However, a Manitoba Infrastructure and

Transportation spokesperson says the
department will monitor traffic on
Highway 5 and the other nearby highways
prior to determining if any road
improvements would be necessary.

Any highway upgrades required for
vehicles to access the casino site itself
would be the responsibility of the
developer, the spokesperson added.

Meanwhile, planning continues on the
part of the Swan Lake First Nation,
which will be looking to piggyback on
the casino project with some economic

development of its own.
“Right now, we’re seeing what’s

feasible,” says Chief Francine Meeches.
“We’ve had ideas like an RV park and a
gas bar. That’s going to be our
responsibility.”

Swan Lake will act as a host for the
casino facility, and has agreed to forego
lease payments for the use of their property
for a period of five years.

However, the casino will be equally
owned by all 64 Manitoba First Nations
through Newco, a new company
established by the AMC.

» adowd@brandonsun.com

» Cell service, better road sought

» Deliveries require organization
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