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THURSDAY
A mix of sun and cloud. High -13 C. Low -20 C.

FRIDAY
A mix of sun and cloud. High -11 C. Low -20 C.

SATURDAY
Sunny. High -10 C. Low -13 C.

» Source: Environment Canada

WESTMAN WEATHER CAPSULE

TOMORROW IS:

SCHOOL DAY 2, RECYCLING DAY 5

LUCKY NUMBERS

FLEMING SHOULD REMAIN A SCHOOL
In regards to the selling of Fleming School, I am sure hoping that Sioux Valley gets that bid. The school, of course, was built to be an

educational institution. Sioux Valley boasted one of the largest numbers of graduates this year, and I think it is the kids being able to come
into the city that has made the difference. So I hope that it goes ahead and that Fleming School remains an educational institution … a
beautiful one at that.

THANKS FOR YOUR CARE AND COMPASSION
A huge bouquet to the BRHA. Having recently spent time on the second, third and fourth floors of the hospital, I must express my

appreciation to Drs. Bookatz and Mohamad and all the nursing staff for their compassionate and cheerful care. You all made my stay much
easier.

GOOD SAMARITANS HERE IN BRANDON
I would like to say thank you and Christmas greetings to the two gentlemen who pulled over on the street on

Monday and helped us unload 25 boxes of laminate flooring out of the back of our car. They just pulled over and were
friendly and polite and from talking to them they did not live in Brandon even three years ago and I would like to say
thank you, welcome to Brandon and have a Merry Christmas.

CHILDREN LEARN BY EXAMPLE
Yes, parents should be responsible for their kids, but they are too busy chasing the almighty dollar to do any

parenting. There was a time when one parent was required to be in the home as the caregiver. Then you have kids that
reflect your values.

Now it’s your turn to SOUND OFF!

Seeing red? Got something
you need to say? 

Call the Brandon Sun
Sound Off line:
» 571-7435, or email: 
» soundoff@brandonsun.com

Your anonymity will be
respected. Just keep it
clean and short. Not all
submissions can or will be 
published, and we may
make slight edits. 

Sound Off runs every day.

PICK 3: 5, 5, 8
EXTRA: 3, 1, 0, 7, 4, 0, 9
6-49: 1, 5, 8, 11, 29, 33 BONUS 36
WESTERN: 5, 7, 8, 11, 44, 49 BONUS 48
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WE’VE PROUDLY SERVED
WESTMAN SINCE 1882

BY DANIELLA PONTICELLI

There’s no business like snow
business.

While the heavy snowfall left
Brandonites dashing out for
supplies, local businesses
welcome the winter weather.

“We’ve had to order in more
snowblowers,” Home Depot
assistant store manager Shayne
Robins said. “We’re actually
getting them from the east.”

Extra snowblower stock from
the east was sent out to Western
cities like Brandon before their
severe storm.

“They’re probably kicking
themselves now,” Robins said.

Home Depot expects its
eastern shipment to arrive soon,
but in the meantime, for those
able to remove snow the old-
fashioned way, Home Depot is
fully stocked with shovels.

“We ordered a lot at the
beginning of the season,”
Robins said.

Collyer’s Sales and Service
was freshly stocked with
snowblowers as of Dec. 14, but
a push-style blaster is not the
only option when it comes to
power. Business owner Ken
Collyer said that backpack
blowers are increasing in
popularity, and are good for one
to two inches of snow.

“It’s like a really powerful leaf
blower,” Collyer said. “The
bigger the better for those.”

The rush for snow removal
comes down even to the smallest
—  sometimes forgotten —
details.

“We’ve been busy today

selling wipers and washer fluid,”
Canadian Tire general manager
Stewart Cruse said. “You get
heavy wet snow like today,
people are trying to wipe it off,
and they end up ruining the
rubber pads.”

Grabbing a snow brush and
scraper beforehand helps, but
even those were big sellers on
Wednesday.

For businesses specializing in
outdoor recreation, the joy of
seeing fresh snow trumped the
hassle of shovelling.

“I woke up this morning at
5:30 and thought ‘this is great!,’”
Trans-Canada Motorsport
Supply owner Scott Harland
said.

Previous snowfall created an
early start for the snowmobiling
season, and Harland, whose
store sells snowmobiles, winter
service parts and clothing, calls

Wednesday’s dump the “icing
on the cake.”

“No one wants to ride on
hard-packed snow, it’s the fresh
powder that people want,” said
Harland, who hopes for fresh
snow every few weeks.

But Harland cautions riders
heading out after Wednesday’s
snowfall to know their areas.

“It hasn’t been that cold and
snow will cover thin ice.”

As the temperatures remain
mild enough for more snowfall,
A&L Get Active sales manager
Aaron Check said there is an
increasing “enthusiasm
regarding outdoor activity.”

The store specializes in
snowboards, snowshoes, alpine
and cross-country skis, and is
having what Check called an
unbelievable year, most likely
due to the snow.
» dponticelli@brandonsun.com

SARNIA, Ont. — A
dramatic rescue mission on a
snow-swept Ontario highway
gave way to a vehicle recovery
operation Wednesday, as
motorists waited in warming
centres and homes for the road
to be cleared.

Highway 402 eastbound was
reopened one day after
provincial police, the military
and volunteers took 237 weary
travellers — trapped overnight
in their vehicles — to safety.

While the people were
whisked away, their vehicles
were left strewn mostly in the
westbound lanes of the
snowed-in highway, making for
a formidable cleanup.

Emergency crews, aided by
local tow truck companies,
planned to continue clearing
vehicles ‘‘around the clock.’’

‘‘It’s progressing,’’ Sgt. David
Rektor, a provincial police
spokesman, said late
Wednesday afternoon.

‘‘I’m not going to say the
word opened yet because we’re
a ways away from that yet,’’
Rektor said. ‘‘We still have a lot
of work to do on the 402.’’

Rektor said police have set
up a number (519-336-8691)
that owners of stranded
vehicles can call to find out if
their vehicle has been recovered
and where it has been taken.

The phone number was to be
in operation until midnight
Wednesday and resume this
morning.

Moving the cars is one part
of the job, Rektor said.

‘‘The other part of the job, of
course, is the removal of the
snow — and lots of it.’’

Many of the roadways in the
area remained impassable or
treacherous, and police advised
motorists to tune in to local
media outlets for updates on
road conditions.

‘‘You’re going to be going
from good weather to bad
weather in the blink of an eye
and that’s why we’re telling
people to stay off the
roadways,’’ provincial police
Const. Dennis Harwood said.
» The Canadian Press

ST. STEPHEN, N.B. — The New
Brunswick government promised financial
assistance Wednesday for people whose
homes and businesses were swamped by
floods after days of rain caused rivers to
breach their banks.

Premier David Alward saw firsthand
some of the damage caused in the area of

St. Stephen, a town of about 5,000 that
borders Maine. Some roads were washed
out and rushing water gouged a deep ravine
between a house and a two-car garage.

‘‘It’s incredible,’’ Alward said as he exited
a helicopter after an aerial tour of the
region. ‘‘It’s certainly devastating for
individuals and communities.’’

Alward said he spoke with Keith
Ashfield, the federal cabinet representative
for New Brunswick, about the possibility
of financial relief.

‘‘We’ll be moving as a province and
working with the federal government on
joint support,’’ Alward said.
» The Canadian Press

Ivan Soloway operates a snowblower and Sandra Stadnyk shovels at
Victoria Woods Estates during flurries on Wednesday morning. The
caretakers at Victoria Woods Estates were perpetually busy trying to
keep up with the snowfall.

Tom Mowbray of Cartwright uses his curling broom to brush thick snow off of his car after his Masters
Super League match at the Brandon Curling Club on Wednesday. (Photos by Tim Smith/Brandon Sun)

Continued from Page A1

Zens also has a tip for citizens who call
police to report cars stuck in ditches —
please safely stop to make sure the
stranded motorist needs help before dialing
911.

The motorist may be OK and capable
of calling a tow truck.

A response by police, paramedics and

firefighters may not be needed.
As of yesterday afternoon, only three

crashes were reported within Brandon.
One of those involved injuries and,

while details weren’t immediately
available, no fatalities were reported.

The Trans-Canada east of Brandon was
down to one travel lane yesterday
afternoon due to snow built up in the
passing lane. By evening, the stretch of the

Trans-Canada between Portage la Prairie
and Brandon was closed.

As of early last evening, there were no
reports of any other serious injuries across
Westman.

Environment Canada issued an updated
weather warning that stated the snow was
expected to taper off last evening — but
not before five cm more had fallen.
» ihitchen@brandonsun.com

» Storm shuts down Trans-Canada

Weather creates high demand
for snowblowers, snowmobiles

Motorists
urged to
keep off
Ontario
highway

N.B. premier offers financial help after flooding
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